
Bradford
A view of its investment property market



Bradford should be on your property radar

Simply put, Bradford is an overlooked gem when it comes to income generating property

ü It has the right demographic – as the youngest city in the country it means there are less homeowners 
and more renters.  There is a high demand for rented accommodation. 

ü It has a strong economy – unemployment has fallen by a massive 48% in the last 5 years and currently 
stands at 5.7% and is home to more FTSE 100 companies than any other Northern city.

ü It’s well connected - close to the M1, M62 and A1 it is less than 1 hour to Manchester and 2 hours to 
London.  46,000 people make the 20 minute commute to Leeds.

ü It is a beautiful place to live – a rejuvenated city centre which includes the ultra modern National Media 
Museum, the grand Victorian Wool Exchange and the City Park with its 100ft fountain. Outside of the city 
are the wide open rural spaces of the Dales.
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There is plenty of demand
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Residents
• 10th fastest population growth in the UK.  
• Bradford District is the fifth largest metropolitan district (in terms of population) in England, 

after Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester.
• 347% increase in the number of residents in the city centre in the last 10 years.

Students
• Bradford College has 20,000 students and is undergoing £100m investment aimed at 

creating the UK’s leading college. 
• The University of Bradford has approximately 12,000 students and a top-10 MBA School.

Commerce
• 27% increase in businesses in the last 8 years (15,665 enterprises / 18,285 units)
• Bradford is a major HQ location and has more FTSE 100 companies than any other 

Northern city, including Morrisons, Provident Financial Group PLC, Yorkshire Building 
Society and Hallmark Cards 

• Bradford-based companies employ more than 250,000 people across the UK with a 
combined turnover of more than £30 billion. 



The local economy is strong and vibrant
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Spotlight on the economy
• 8th largest English economy worth £10bn, and with plans to grow 40% by 2030.
• Voted the #1 place to start a business by Barclays, based on the bank’s SME Growth Factor 

Index; boasting favorable conditions for a thriving business.
• Gross annual income £27,420 in Bradford District, whereas Bradford City centre residents earn 

£34,680

Revitalised City Centre
• City Centre Growth Zone - £35m investment to revitalise city centre, with more than 100 new 

retail outlets, bars and restaurants; accelerating the city’s retail ranking by 29 places
• Bradford has 25,500 people employed in manufacturing, the 3rd highest of any city authority 

in the UK; as well as over 33,000 self-employed entrepreneurs. 
• The Canal Road Regeneration Corridor stretches 5 kilometres from the city centre to Shipley. 

Over 40 hectares of brownfield land and buildings are included. New homes, commercial and 
leisure facilities are being created.

Digital Innovation
• Bradford is home to key digital innovation initiatives including the Digital Exchange, the Digital 

Catapult Centre Yorkshire and the Advanced Digital Institute.
• Bradford and 3 other local authorities commissioned a £21.96m contract with BT to create 

“Superfast West Yorkshire”. 
• 2 new networks will position Bradford at the forefront of Smart Cities technologies, which 

enable a city to be better connected and informed about traffic congestion, air and water 
quality and energy use in buildings. This is set to attract technology entrepreneurs to the 
district.



Rental property accounts for 58% of total housing
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Social Rent
27%

Residential Rental
31%*

Shared 
Ownership

1%

Owned Outright
19%

Owned Mortgage
20%

Other
2%

PROPERTY STOCK IN BRADFORD

A spotlight on…Flats
12 month performance

• Price range: £48k - £150k
• Median Price Paid: £55k
• Gross Yield Ranges: 5.8% - 12% 
• Total Supply: 1055

*Versus 22% in the UK



A closer look at the City Centre (BD1)
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Currently in BD1

• 228 x 1 bed properties for 
sale

• Prices range from £30k -
£75k 

• 301 x 1 bed properties for 
rent

• Rent ranges £299 pcm -
£520 pcm

• Significant growth in 
residents in 8 years up 
347% (934 – 4177). 

• 84% residents are 18-44 
(typically 50% of this 
demographic rent)

• 75% stock is residential 
rental

• Average rent £431 pcm

• Average yield 7.5%

• Average asking price 
£68,703



What opportunities are available right now in Bradford?
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This is Money, Rightmove, Zoopla, REalyse, Property Data

Under Offer

To talk to a member of the Vesta team about tenanted buy-to-lets in Bradford

Call – 020 7272 0696
Email – sales@vestaproperty.com

https://www.vestaproperty.com/content/stone-street-bradford-bd1-4qf-gb
https://www.vestaproperty.com/content/otley-road-bradford-bd3-0eh-gb
https://www.vestaproperty.com/content/tordoff-chambers-sunbridge-road-bradford-bd1-2aq-gb


Disclaimer

The details contained in this document are for guidance purposes only and Vesta 
Global Ltd will accept no liability whatsoever as to any assumption made or as to any 
errors or for any loss or damage resulting from any use of or reference to the 
contents. You must take specific independent advice in each case.

It is for general outline interest only and will contain selective information. It does not 
purport to be definitive or complete. Vesta Global Ltd is an estate agent and only 
provides services relating to real estate, not financial services.

This report was written in August 2018 and is based on evidence and data available 
to Vesta Global Ltd at the time. It uses certain data available then and reflects views 
of market sentiment at that time. Images and photographs may show only certain 
parts of any property as they appeared at the time they were taken or as they were 
projected. Computer-generated and other sample images or plans may only be 
broadly indicative, and their subject matter may change. Any forecasts or projections 
of future performance are inherently uncertain and liable to different outcomes or 
changes caused by circumstances whether of a political, economic, social or 
property market nature.

VAT and other taxes may be payable in addition to any price in respect of any 
property according to the law applicable. 8


